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On Sept. 17, in statements before a legislative committee, Presidency Minister Antonio proposed
that the National Assembly and the executive collaborate in expediting the privatization process.
An agreement of this kind, he said, could prevent confrontation between the two branches of
government, and would lend greater clarity to the process as a whole. Privatization, Lacayo added,
should be swift and flexible. The minister said a draft bill formulated by deputies pertaining to
the National Opposition Unity (UNO) party coalition contained obsolete notions which would
effectively obstruct privatization. Dayton Caldera, head of the National Public Administration
Corporation (CORNAP), said CORNAP administers 351 state-run enterprises in agriculture,
commerce, tourism, services, construction and natural resource use that are slated for privatization.
Transfer to the private sector, according to Caldera, could take place via the return of property
appropriated by the former Sandinista government to former owners, or through the sale or lease
of firms to foreign investors. Finance Minister Emilio Pereira said privatization was necessary to
the nation's economic recovery. Pereira claimed that all state-run companies to be privatized were
bankrupt, and the government can no longer afford to continue subsidizing them. (Basic data from
ACAN-EFE, AFP, 09/17/91)
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